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MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTORMESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As I reflect on the past year, a powerful quote from our FY2024 board chair, George Metz, sticks with me: “Access creates
access.” This is what you, our donors, have made possible for Wayfinders scholars — creating access to new opportunities like
overnight summer camps, year-round enrichment, and long-term mentorship that helps them thrive. 

While 2024 brought success, we recognize the growing challenges scholars and families face, such as housing instability and the
lingering effects of COVID-related learning loss. We are especially grateful for Lazetta Lutrillo, our new Family & Academic Success
Coordinator, who has connected families to vital resources and expanded access to higher education and career pathways for
scholars. 

For 12 years, Wayfinders' mentorship program has provided a valuable exchange of social capital. As we learned from Dr. Raj Chetty’s
most recent study, access to social capital is the #1 driver of upward economic mobility. 

But the truest embodiment of “access creating access” is found in our scholars themselves. Former scholars have returned to
mountain camps as staff members, served in leadership roles in college, and volunteered as mentors for current Wayfinders scholars.
Their journey exemplifies the transformative power of access, creating opportunities for others in turn. 

I am excited to share our 2024 Impact Report, highlighting how your support created access to
opportunity for 180 scholars and their families this year. Your investment is in the future of
Charlotte’s leaders, equipping them with the skills, confidence, and community to thrive in today’s
world and make a lasting impact for good. 

THANK YOU for helping opportunity find every child. 

In gratitude, 
Mollie James 



WAYFINDERS’ MISSION is to ignite students’ potential by
expanding their confidence, connections, and horizons. We
achieve this through summer camp experiences, year-
round enrichment programs, and mentor relationships for
self-motivated, underserved students.

Our VISION is that every child, regardless of zip code, has
access to transformative life experiences through camp,
mentorship, and educational opportunities. 

MISSIONMISSION

Our scholars are incredible assets to our community who
simply lack access to the same life-enhancing opportunities
as their peers from higher income backgrounds. Our tagline,

Helping Opportunity Find Every Child, reflects our core belief
that our scholars are not “problems” to be fixed. Instead, the

problem is that opportunity cannot reach all children in
Charlotte. Wayfinders bridges that opportunity gap so our

scholars can reach their full potential and thrive.



BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS
FY24 (Oct .  2023 – Sept .  2024)FY24 (Oct .  2023 – Sept .  2024)
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2024 HIGHLIGHTS2024 HIGHLIGHTS

270
WEEKS OF CAMP

EXPERIENCES

5,000
HOURS VOLUNTEERED BY OUR

MENTORS

10,860
MILES DRIVEN BY OUR

MENTORS & VOLUNTEERS

100%
OF OUR SCHOLARS

GRADUATED HIGH SCHOOL



2024 HIGHLIGHTS2024 HIGHLIGHTS

We welcomed Lazetta Lutrillo to the Wayfinders
team as our Family and Academic Success

Coordinator! She connects families to valuable
resources and skill-building opportunities,

providing wrap-around support for our scholars
every step of the way.

Our new Wayfinders Youth Leadership Council
is comprised of 10-12th grade scholars who are

growing their leadership skills and sharing their
voices to shape our programming!

LOOKING AHEAD: Our summer just got even better!
We’re excited to add new camp partners – YMCA Camp

Harrison,  NC State University’s Engineering Camp,
and UNC Greensboro’s Technovation For Good and
CHANCE camps. Plus, a partnership with A Thousand

Summers will send three scholars to Sanborn Western
Camps in Colorado!

“Camp gave me the courage to
go away for college.”

- Sydonnie, Wayfinders Alum



"These programs
have not only

enriched their lives
but have also

shaped our family
dynamic in

profound ways."
- Wayfinders Parent

CAMP EXPERIENCE

87% of scholars can’t wait for camp next
year! 

95% of scholars built friendships at camp
with people from different
backgrounds, experiences, and places.

89% of Wayfinders parents reported an
increased level of responsibility and
maturity in their child after camp.

YEAR-ROUND ENRICHMENT

92% of graduated scholars felt more
confident after participating in
Wayfinders activities.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

91% of scholars are confident that they can
succeed in the upcoming school year.

100% of scholars graduated middle school
and entered 9th grade on time! 

100% of scholars graduated high school on
time!

MENTORING

88% of scholars were connected to a new
opportunity or resource through their
mentor! 

90% of scholars felt supported by their
mentor.

90% of Wayfinders board members are
mentors or parents of scholars.

97% of parents said our enrichment
activities were beneficial for their
children.

97% of scholars enjoyed the enrichment
activities they participated in.

BY THE NUMBERSBY THE NUMBERS



SCHOLAR SPOTL IGHTSCHOLAR SPOTL IGHT
KARLINA DOUBLEDAY GOMEZ

In her seven years as a Wayfinders scholar, Karlina
has embraced every opportunity Wayfinders has to
offer. When asked about advice for new scholars,
Karlina shared, “I would tell them to go for it. Try
new things and meet new people. Live each day
to the fullest so you can get the most out of life.”
From her camp experiences trekking the mountains
of Gwynn Valley, to developing leadership skills in
the high-tech classrooms of Duke University, or
from attending entrepreneurship and photography
workshops with Do Greater Charlotte, to being a
founding member of the Wayfinders Youth
Leadership Council—she has truly done it all. Along
the way, she has blossomed into an outstanding
role model for her community. Whether she is
performing on the violin or speaking in front of
hundreds of scholars and families at events, Karlina
continues to inspire those around her.



MENTOR SPOTL IGHTMENTOR SPOTL IGHT
ROSELYN “ROSSIE” AHUA

Reflecting on her seven years as a Wayfinders
mentor, Rossie describes the experience as
“nothing short of an adventure itself!” At
Wayfinders, we view mentorship as a valuable
exchange of social capital between the mentor and
the scholar. Rossie shared that she initially sought
out this volunteer opportunity as a way to “invest
in someone outside of myself,” but she admits, “I
can honestly say that I have gotten more out of
my experience with Wayfinders than I ever
imagined I would.” Her mentee, Jakhia, is
someone she describes as “an individual whose
light already shines so bright, it’s impossible to
ignore,” and adds, “She keeps me young.” Rossie
has been an invaluable member of our Board of
Directors since 2022.

From left to right: Jakhia and Rossie



ALUMNI SPOTL IGHTALUMNI SPOTL IGHT
JERYN LINDSAY

Since joining Wayfinders as a scholar in 2008, Jeryn
has grown from an engaged participant to a fierce
advocate for current scholars and families. Today,
Jeryn volunteers as a mentor for Wayfinders scholar,
Sydonnie, and she is the first former scholar to serve
on our Board of Directors! Jeryn shared, “Wayfinders
exposed me to transformative experiences that
broadened my view of my own potential.” Through
serving on the Wayfinders board, she collaborates
with staff and partners to support scholars as they
navigate their own paths. Now in her second year on
the board, Jeryn reflects, “Wayfinders has
empowered me as an innovator, fueling my
confidence to drive impact early in my
professional career. It’s an honor to give back.” To
this day, she remains close with her Wayfinders
mentor, Danielle. Jeryn currently works at Vanguard
as a Senior Associate in Client Service
Administration.From left to right: Jeryn Lindsay and her mentee, Sydonnie



ALUMNI SPOTL IGHTALUMNI SPOTL IGHT
JACKSON ELLIOTT

Jackson attended Camp Celo for three summers as a
Wayfinders scholar. Twelve years later, he still returns
to Camp Celo each summer to work as a Summer
Camp Counselor. Jackson shared with us that
Wayfinders provided him with “unforgettable
relationships and experiences,” shaping his passion
for the outdoors in unexpected ways. “I never would
have thought in a million years I would come to love
the outdoors as much as I do,” Jackson reflected. The
countless opportunities and no-pressure environment
encouraged him to step outside his comfort zone and
explore new activities, ultimately leading to a year-
round job offer at Camp Celo as the Director of
Outreach! Today, he serves as an example for younger
scholars, showing just how transformative the
Wayfinders experience can be. “There truly is
something for everyone within this program—
students and parents,” he shared. “Getting to be a
part of Wayfinders is an amazing opportunity.” From left to right: Jackson Elliot and current scholar, Dallas



PROGRAM SERVICES
76%

FUNDRAISING
17%

GENERAL & MANAGEMENT
7%

INVESTING IN OUR SCHOLARSINVESTING IN OUR SCHOLARS

$147,337

$64,016 

KEY

Summer Camp, Enrichment Activities,
Mentorship, Academic Support, and
Family Support.

Necessary to fund our core
programming and ensures
organizational sustainability.

Important things like rent, insurance,
and accounting which allow our
programs to operate!

GENERAL & MANAGEMENT: 

FUNDRAISING: 

PROGRAM SERVICES: 

$664,672

 TOTAL EXPENSES: $876,025
These numbers are f rom our FY24

audited f inancial  statement .



DONORS AND SUPPORTERSDONORS AND SUPPORTERS INDIVIDUALSINDIVIDUALS

Nancy and Heyward Carter
Jessica and Vince Hindman
Holly and Hal Levinson

Helen Beck
Heather and David Hill
Zsofia and Srini Mannava
Catherine and Keith Miller
Denise and Jim Ratchford

Cindy and Roger Goldstein
Mike Crisp and Jay Hreiz
Stuart and Jay Pfeifer
Melissa and Steven Raphael
Dawn and Mark Ryan
Lissa and Steve Seem
Bill Song

Wendy and Robert Bradford
Tyler and Philip Brody
Elizabeth Cassano
Elizabeth and Saxby Chaplin
Philip Corriher
Ellen and Gary Deese
Meredith and Ken Doty
Marcy and Fred Dumas
Dr. Dipika Misra and Avin Dwivedy
Keshab Dwivedy
Ms. Edith Irons, EdD
Laurie and William Eustis
Carol Giardi
Amy and Martin Godwin
Tammy and Kenneth Golder
Valerie and Larry Goldsmith

Phyllis Schultz and Matthew Gromet
Karen and Herb Harriss
Suzanne and Dean Henry 
Shirley Hickman
Tylee and Bill Kessler
Helen and Marcus Kimbrough
Cary Bernstein and Alan Kronovet
Dr. Julie Lerner Levine and Mr. Howard
Levine
Phyllis B. Louis-Dreyfus
Katie and Marc McCollum
Polly and Steve Menaker
Linda and Rusty Miller
Elizabeth and Kevin Moran
Dr. Sunita Nasta
Lori Priest
Kara and Derek Schlageter
Gillian Small
Emily Tolsma
Marty and Jim WilliamsAnonymous 

Sandra and Ron Boozer
Lance Breeden
Amy and Alfred Dawson
Candy and James Furr

$50,000+$50,000+
Elizabeth and Bob Bridges
Cynthia and David Crane

$10,000-$49,999$10,000-$49,999

$5,000-$9,999$5,000-$9,999

$2,500-$4,999$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499$1,000-$2,499

Donors with a camp badge
have donated for the last five
consecutive years!

FY 2023-24 (Oct .  2023 – Sept .  2024)FY 2023-24 (Oct .  2023 – Sept .  2024)



$500-$999$500-$999
Roselyn Ahua
Judy and Stanley T. August
Ashley and Ross Barton
Susan Browning Benoit
Rose and Willis Blackwood
Lindsay and Brett Boner
Whitney and Heyward Bouknight
Sara Bullock
Lauren and Malcolm Campbell
Rachel and Karl Celis
Rush Dorsett Coe
Olivia and Steven Cohen
Judy Seldin-Cohen and Jeff Cohen
Carol and Joe Gigler
Stacy and Todd Gorelick
Sally and William Graves
Laurie Graybeal and John Gresham
Sasha and Sinisa Haberle
Lynn and Jack Hankins
Doughton Horton
Jonathan Mark Howard
Haley and Chris Jonas
Elizabeth and Jack Knight
Cathy Piche and Bill Koziel
Stacy and Dan Levinson
Alison and Jack Levinson
Gregory P Lewis
Helen and Robby Link
Mabry E. Martin
Jane and Hugh McColl

Colette and Stewart McCollum
Maya and George Metz
Alison and Hal Miley
Risa and David Miller
Dr. Catherine Moore
Fran and Gary Morrison
Jessica Murphy
Elyse and Arthur Nevid
Alisa O'Brien
Erika Peterson
Dale and Larry Polsky
Kaitlin D. Powers
Amy and Greg Reynolds
Augusta Gross and Leslie Samuels
Ann and Blaine Sanders
Rev. Lisa and Dr. Tim Saunders
Mackenzie Spence
Diane Stamatelatos
Jessica and Taylor Stanfield
Debbie Stovall
Shana and Oscar Suris
Elizabeth and Michael Sweeney
Marion Thorn
Faye and David Trammell
Catherine and Trey Walters
Kristin Smith and Chris Wannamaker
Tracy and Lawrence Watts
Dr. Kathryn Heath and Mr. H. Thomas
Webb, III
Liz Wahls and David Weinrib
Angie and Bill Zimmern

$250-$499$250-$499
Lisa and Travis Anderson
Addison and Rand Ayer
Jill and Craig Balick
Sarah Barden
Phil R Barrett
Kathryn and Chris Bauer
Christine and Andrew Beloni
Katie and Tommy Benston
Kathy Booe
Ann Bostic
Karen and Charles Cauthen
Jane Harper and Woody Connette
Katherine Cumbus
Sheila and Vinny DeBiase
Thomas J. Doty
Lauren and Yates Dunaway
Lorne Lassiter and Gary Ferraro
Emily Forfar
Perri Freel
Talia and Steve Goldman
Julie and Jimmy Grahl
Adam Granger
Meredith and Kelly Graves
Susan and Jim Green
Molly B. Griffin
Heather and Reed Griffith
Brooke and Clayton Grindle
Shannon Crystal and Dr. Robert
Haber
Chris Halligan



$250-$499$250-$499
John Harris
Linda and Ben Hawfield
Suzanne and Bob Henderson
Mary and Jonathan Holland
Susan Holloway
Cheryl and Hunter Hoover 
Lynn and Rolfe Hughes
David Jacobson
Norah and Eric Jones
Lindsay and Brian Jones
Rita and David Karp
Anika Kim
Kathryn and Greg King
Phil Koonce
Janie and Gary Levinson
Lisa and Lucky Levinson
Juliet Irons Marchioni
Betsy and Jason Mayer
Karen Sokolof and Andy Messinger 
Amy and Dave Nielsen
Missy and Heath Norman
Daniel Nunn
Courtney and Peter St. Onge
Gwen and Paul Orland
Ann and John Richards
Jackie Fishman and Michael Scharf
Donald Schwidde
Lynne and Morey Sheffer
Ellen and Ken Smith
Quiana Smith

Theckla and Tate Sterrett
Jo and Mike Stewart
Beth Long and Mark Swartz
Peggy and Charles Thies
Renee and Ronald Townsend
Lisa and Dean Warren
Sandy Welton
Amy and Julian Wright
Emily and Sam Zimmern

$100-$249$100-$249
Rebecca Fant and John Alday
Sherry and Tony Barretta
Anne and McSwain Bell
Michelle and Michael Blose
Lee and Alan Blumenthal
Karen Knoble and Barry Bobrow
Emily and Andrews Browne
Karen Broyhill
Michael Bryant
Elizabeth Chalker 
Kalpana Chandhok
Ashley and Kevin Clark
Corbin Coffey
Margie and Stewart Cowart
Greta and Cutter Davis
Lauren Deese
Amy Diamond
Denise and Frank Dixon
Liza and Scott Dumler

Christine and Bob Ecker
Christy and Charlie Elberson
Martha and Tom Fedell
Lawrence Fleishman
Renee Foster
Firoz George
Alex Glontz
Nicki Fisher and Jon Gould
Donna and Rick Greene
Shaila Gupta
Julianne and Eric Guzik
Beth and Rick Handford
Bobbie and Hank Hankins
Brooke and Geoff Haskell
Natalie Heeley
James Henderson
David Hendricksen
Susan and Neil Hennes
Wendy and Michael Hennes
Jane and Graham Holding
Shannon Horton
Claudette Houston-Harris
Preston Hurrell
Ted James
Connie and Calvin James
Mollie and Philip James
Alison Jones
Brianna Jones
Chris Jones
Justin Jones
Joan Kirschner



$100-$249$100-$249
Rachel LaBruyere
Erin and Kevin Lausch
Barry Leonard
Donna and Gary Lerner
Kathy and Alan Leseky
Louis Lesesne
Celine Lheritier
Jeryn Lindsay
Heather Lockhart
Kelly and Paul Maione
Karen and Gary Maniloff
Frannie and Frank Martin
Harriet and David Martin
Dee Dee and William Maxwell
Lauren and Wilson McCrory
Amy McGarry
Leslie McMurray
Jane Merlo
Tamara Mick
Kim and Grady Moseley
Jeff Nakayama
Elizabeth Naum
Suzy Niemann
Sharon and Steve Norman
Christi and Barrett Pack
Kathy and John Patterson
Mary Peach
Elizabeth and Carl Peverall
Penni and Stephen Powell
Meg and Charlie Powell

Jennifer and Chris Purvis
Kerri Raines
Allison and Stephen Ratcliffe
Michele and Alan Reich
Donna and Rick Greene
Jocelyn Rose
Shirley and Butch Rosen
Toby and Dan Ruda
Meka Sales
Asa Santa Cruz
Gabi Sarussi
Jessica and Allen Schorr Saxe
Margaret and Scott Schrimsher
Dot and Bill Scott
Stacey and Robert Selkin
William Seymour
Sarah and Allen Shifflet
Katy and Raleigh Shoemaker
Elizabeth Silverstein
Heather and Bryan Skelton
Lawrence Sladek
Emily and Zach Smith
Sonya Snowden
Kathy and Rod Spence
Tracy and Matt Spiva
Diane Kay St. John
Caroline and Keenan Stephenson
Donya Sterns
Andi Stevenson
Lisa and Forrest Stewart
Nancy and David Storie
June Strauss

Autumn and Garth Sweet
Jody and Harry Swimmer
Pam Tan
Michelle Taylor
Burnet and Campell Tucker
Lisa Uva
Ashley Varnado
Vicki and Timothy Walch
Linda Wallace
Jonathan Wallas
Frank Warren
Janice M. West
Anne and Jimmy White
Anna and Ronald Wilbanks
Laura Williams
Katie and Rob Willingham
Joyce and Allan Wilson
Mark Wojcik
Allison and Gene Wood
Jessica and Woody Woodruff
Andrew Yavorski

$1-$99$1-$99
Jack Alexander 
Brantley and Scott Alvey
Malú Anderson
Erin and Jay Ashendorf
Danille Baker
Ann and Bryon Baldwin
Naomie Bautista
Edie Gelber-Beechler



Barbara Bromberg
Amy and Dahal Bumgardner
Bethany Darnley
Alyssa Denen
Rachael Dunnavant
Chris Elkins
Justina Everhart
Sarah and Adam Farber
Sara Fedyna
Jack Fisher
Sean Fox
Diane Goldman
Patricia Graham
Laura and Charles Greer
Susan Guarnaccia
Joe Hackney
Bridget Happney
Merritt Hazzard
Carolyn and Stuart Hennes
Laurie and Jeremy Hoffman
Rita and Jack Horan
Cindy and Marlin Jennes
Emily Jeske
Emily Kennedy
Melissa and Jarian Kerekes
Juliet and Edward Kuehnle
Jaime Kannan Lam and Patrick Lam
Tiffany Lee
Brenda and David Levin
Michael Lieberman
Elaine and Dennis Lord

Dr. Billie Maitland
Walter Marcin
Edward Mattison
Lil and Al McAulay
Geoffrey McMurray
Elizabeth Mikel
Kelly Moore
Sam Moran
Marcelle and Allan Oxman
Michelle Parker
Carol and Richard Pearsall
Diane Perryman
Kevin Poindexter
Sally Purvis
Dr. Karen Rubin
Brian Scaffidi
Kartik Sethuraman
Susan and Jeff Small
Jonnie Smith
Lucretia Stevenson
Christine and Jay Strife
Beth and David Thrope
Jill and Chris Trainor
Katie Troy
Judith and Charles Wakefield
Evelyn Watson
Cyndi and David Wolitzky
Robyn and Evan Wolkofsky



Anonymous Foundation
Equitable Foundation
Harold M. & Adeline S. Morrison Family Foundation
Provident Benevolent Foundation
The Leon Levine Foundation
The Merancas Foundation, Inc.

Albemarle Foundation
R. Wayne Teddy Family Foundation

DONORS AND SUPPORTERSDONORS AND SUPPORTERS FOUNDATIONSFOUNDATIONS

Charlotte Mecklenburg Community Foundation
Longleaf Fund

$50,000+$50,000+
Nicholas Caspero & Tomiko Vasey Foundation

$25,000-$49,999$25,000-$49,999

$15,000-$24,999$15,000-$24,999

$5,000-$14,999$5,000-$14,999

$1-$4,999$1-$4,999
Charlotte International Rotary Club Foundation
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Plus Collective Grantmaking Fund

Donors with a camp badge
have donated for the last five
consecutive years!

FY 2023-24 (Oct .  2023 – Sept .  2024)FY 2023-24 (Oct .  2023 – Sept .  2024)

$100,000+$100,000+
The Grossman Family Foundation



CORPORATECORPORATE

Ally Financial
TELUS
Truist

Atrium Health
The Cason Group
Moore & Van Allen
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management

$20,000+$20,000+
Coca-Cola Consolidated, Inc.

$10,000-$19,999$10,000-$19,999

$5,000-$9,999$5,000-$9,999

Capital Wealth Advisors
Comerica Bank
Flagship Healthcare Properties, LLC
Google
MediSpa Charlotte
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Ratchford Wealth Management Group
of Wells Fargo Advisors

$2,500-$4,999$2,500-$4,999
Adobe, Inc
Bank of America
Bragg Financial Advisors, Inc.
Charlotte Jiu Jitsu Academy
Synchrony
Synergy Emerge
TowneBank
Ultimate Crossfit 
Wells Fargo

$1,000-$2,499$1,000-$2,499
Abode Home Design
Atlantic Squared Supply LLC
Blythe Brothers Foundation
Childress Klein
Embree Reed
Lending Tree
Mullinix Mortgage
RARECAT Wines
South State Bank
Zero Waste Recycling LLC

$1-$999$1-$999

FAITH-BASEDFAITH-BASED

Covenant Presbyterian Church

$5,000+$5,000+
Christ Episcopal Church
St. Peter's Episcopal Church

$1,500-$4,999$1,500-$4,999

ORGANIZATIONSORGANIZATIONS

$10,000+$10,000+
Charlotte Young Professionals Group

$5,999-$9,999$5,999-$9,999
Charlotte Woman's Club
Good Friends Charlotte



wayfindersnc.org

PO Box 220311
Charlotte, NC 28222

facebook.com/wayfindersnc

instagram.com/wayfindersnc

SCAN TO DONATE 

Thank you for being part of the Wayfinders family and helping opportunity find every child!

https://www.facebook.com/wayfindersnc
https://www.facebook.com/wayfindersnc

